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Tocopherol, Oxygen and Biomembranes 
Edited by C. de Duve and 0. Hayaishi 
Elsevier/North-Holland Biomedical Press; Amsterdam, New York, 1978 
xiv + 374 pages. Dfl 107.00; $46.75 
This book consists of the Proceedings of an Inter- 
national Symposium on Tocopherol, Oxygen and 
Biomembranes held in Japan in September 1977. 
The Proceedings have been published fairly rapidly, 
which is essential if they are to be of value as a view 
of current research. 
Perhaps the most useful feature of such a Sympo- 
sium is the time devoted to discussion. It is thus 
disappointing to find that this volume contains no 
account of the discussions that must have taken place, 
especially as the meeting contained a wide range of 
scientists, from pure chemists to clinicians. 
Nevertheless, to have papers ranging from purely 
The Stoly of Cancer 
Edited by Armin C. Braun 
Addison Wesley; Massachusetts, 1978 
xi + 308 pages. $9.50 softback; $19.50 hardback 
Books on cancer usually fall into one of two cate- 
gories, the specialist ‘heavy’ publications or the light 
journalistic pieces. Whereas the former are virtually 
incomprehensible to the general reader, the latter are 
written in that vague, optimistic, anticipatory style 
which conveys the impression that ‘breakthroughs’ 
by at least half of the scientists interviewed are immi- 
nent. Several years ago, Dr Braun, no doubt in an 
attempt to bridge this gap, wrote ‘The Biology of 
Cancer’ which for the first time laid down some 
ground rules for the emerging science of cancer. The 
new expanded edition, now entitled ‘The Story of 
Cancer’ continues in the same vein but with more 
detail and a broader coverage of the topic. The book 
chemical studies on the reactions of ar-tocopherol 
with singlet oxygen and superoxide to clinical trials 
of a-tocopherol in patients suffering from arterio- 
sclerosis collected together in the same volume is 
extremely useful. To workers in the free-radical field 
(such as myself), the papers by Lucy and others serve 
as a reminder that there is more to the action of 
tocopherol than its radical-scavenging ability. I would 
strongly recommend this book to all workers inter- 
ested in membrane stability and lipid peroxidation. 
B. Halliwell 
is published as a reasonably priced paperback of just 
over 300 pages of triple-spaced typescript and figures 
reduced to a convenient size. To my knowledge, the 
author has no competitors in this area, probably an 
indication of the difficulties involved in reviewing 
such a vast arena of factual information, often con- 
tradictory, always unorganised and, in the main, 
lacking underlying principles. 
The first 3 chapters comprise a neutral but infor- 
mative account of the history of cancer research, 
the biological concepts necessary to understand the 
current position, the distinguishing characteristics of 
tumour cells and their development in vivo. It is not 
until the 4th and 5th chapters that the bias of the 
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